
Habitat Gardening
Urbanisation and land-use change have significantly reduced natural habitats
for native animals. Fragmented environments, degraded soils, limited water,
and introduced species pose challenges for wildlife. Consider the following to
create a garden that supports wildlife.

Whole-of-Environment Gardening

Habitat Essentials

Food Water

Shelter Breeding

Nectar, pollen,
leaves, fruits,
seeds, nuts,
insects, and small
reptiles

Shallow bird baths
(1m high, next to
dense shrubs), ponds,
bee baths, butterfly
puddling stations 

Dense shrubs,
logs, rocks,
mulch, tree
hollows

Nesting boxes,
mulch layers,
crevices, old/dead
trees, soft materials
for nest building

Checklist for Getting Started

Observe local parks & indigenous plants to identify
what thrives naturally in your area

Choose plants suited to your soil & climate

Add food, water, shelter, & breeding sites

Create layers: canopy → shrubs → understory →
ground cover
Mulch and maintain soil health

Limit open lawn to help deter miner birds and reduce
exposure for small birds. 
Install nesting boxes 3m off the ground, facing
east/southeast.

Good to Know

Keep pets safe & wildlife-friendly

Gardens are ecosystems within a larger environment.
Think of  the food chain: soil microbes → plants →
herbivores → carnivores → apex predators. A habitat
garden aims to support many species, not just one. By
doing so, it benefits both wildlife and gardeners—boosting
local biodiversity, providing food, water, shelter, and
breeding sites, helping wildlife populations stay healthy
and resilient, and linking fragmented natural areas with
vital “stepping stones” across urban landscapes.

Include varied plant shapes for a complex habitat

Avoid chemicals to protect soil organisms.

Provide year-round flowering plants for nectar and
insects


